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Hamlet Annotation 
Passage 
Hamlet: O what a rogue and peasant slave am I!
Is it not monstrous that this player here,
But in a fiction, in a dreame of passion,
Could force his soule so to his own conceit
That from her working all his visage wanned,
Tears in his eyes, distraction in his aspect,
A broken voice, and his whole function suiting
With formes to his conceit; and all for nothing,
For Hecuba!
What’s Hecuba to him, or he to her,
That he should weepe for her? What would he doe
Had he the Motive and the Cue for passion
That I have? He would drowne the stage with teares,
And cleave the generall eare with horrid speech,
Make mad the guilty, and appale the free,
Confound the ignorant, and amaze indeede
The very faculties of eyes and eares; yet I,
A dull and muddy-mettled rascal, peak
Like John-a-dreames, unpregnant of my cause,
And can say nothing; no not for a King,
Upon whose property and most deare life
A damn’d defeate was made. Am I a coward?
Who calls me “villaine”? Breakes my pate acrosse?
Pluckes off my beard, and blowes it in my face?
Tweeks me by the nose? Gives me the lie in the throate
As deepe as to the lunges? Who does me this?
Hah, ’Swounds, I should take it: for it cannot be
But I am pigeon-livered, and lack gall
To make oppression bitter, or ere this
I should have fatted all the region kites
With this slave’s offal. Bloody, bawdy villaine!
Remorslesse, trecherous, lecherous, kindlesse villaine!
Oh Vengeance!
Why what an Asse am I. This is most brave,
That I the sonne of a dear father murdered,
Prompted to my revenge by heaven and hell,
Must like a whore unpacke my heart with words,
And fall acursing like a very drabbe,
a Scullion—fie upon’t! Foh!
About my braines; hum. . . . I have heard,
That guilty creatures sitting at a play,
Have by the very cunning of the scene,
Beene struck so to the soule, that presently
They have proclaim’d their malefactions:
For murder, though it have no tongue, will speake
With most miraculous organ. I’ll have these Players
Play something like the murder of my father
Before mine Uncle. I’ll observe his lookes,
I’ll tent him to the quicke. If he but blench,
I know my course. The spirit that I have seene
May be a devil, and the devil hath power
T’assume a pleasing shape; yea, and perhaps,
Out of my weakness and my melancholy,
As he is very potent with such spirits,
Abuses me to damne me. I’ll have grounds
More relative than this. The play’s the thing
Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the King.
Annotation 
a. “O, what a rogue and peasant slave am I!”
In the first annotation, Hamlet uses a soliloquy to speak to himself. This shows just how much Hamlet loves acting. He applies various acting tactics including the concealment of reality, expression of one’s emotions, and the application of the skills required for writing. This soliloquy is not only significant to the play, but also shows plot advancement and character development. It shows that Hamlet was responding to a moving speech on King Priam’s slaughter and his wife, which led to grief. The soliloquy shows that Hamlet was berating himself for failure to take action. His emotional response was not right and this shows he was genuine. The soliloquy shows that Hamlet felt like he was a coward for failing to fulfill his promise. 
b. For Hecuba!
In the second annotation, I believe that Hamlet is pretending to have great passion for Hecuba. However, I do not consider this to be unfair based on the fact that he has a preconceived idea on his mind. He has forced himself to believe the role that he is playing in the scene, and as a result of this, his body has adapted and is well-suited to his acting needs. For example, he grows agitated, turns pale, and even weeps. However, several questions arise from this line. Why does Hamlet carry on with pretense? Why does he pretend to weep for Hecuba? How are they related? I believe that he wishes he could have the ability to arouse his passions. 
c. He would drown the stage with tears
This soliloquy shows the failure of Hamlet to take any action or do something meaningful. He does not have the knowledge or ability on how to deal with the pain that he is experiencing in the moment. It is for this reason that he is focused on how he would be portrayed by saying “he would drown the stage with tears.” I believe that this is the intention of Hamlet considering that he has not taken any action. He feels that his father’s death deserves some sort of action but he is unable to do it. This makes him wonder whether he is a coward. He is guilty for failing to speak or take action on behalf of his father. 
d. Oh Vengeance!
This annotation is an indication of the language performance in Hamlet’s work. This line represents the climax of the curse by Hamlet in an attempt to revenge on the death of his father. While this line only appears in a folio text, it makes perfect sensible. It represents his cry and tears as a conventional avenger. While the audience would have enjoyed to see Hamlet take action to match his words or declaration, he did not do anything. He even failed to convince himself of the possibility of taking action. While Hamlet is aware of the fact that his not a powerful avenger, he played the role, and I believe that this made feel foolish. He felt disgusted at himself. 
e. I know my course. The spirit that I have seen
This line comes almost at the end of the scene. In this line, I believe that Hamlet has become aware of himself and is avoiding self-condemnation. I believe at this point Hamlet wanted to have a solid plan for revenging his father’s death. In the following lines, he thought about past stories in which criminals watched vivid events of actions they were engaged, until such a point that they broke down. It is at this point that he makes the decision to enact the death of his father before Claudius. While doing this, he was watching his uncle’s reactions to determine whether he was guilty or not. This was a wise decision from Hamlet, and it showed that after all, he had the skills and abilities to avenge his father. 
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